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This report is a product of the Defense Science Board (DSB). 
 
The DSB is a Federal Advisory Committee established to provide independent advice to the Secretary of 
Defense. Statements, opinions, conclusions, and recommendations in this report do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the Defense Department (DoD).
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MEMORANDUM FOR UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR RESEARCH AND  
ENGINEERING 
 
SUBJECT:  Executive Summary of the Strategic Options Task Force  
  
 Please see this executive summary of the Defense Science Board Task Force on Strategic 
Options, chaired by me and Gen. Paul Selva, USAF ret. 
 

Through the Terms of Reference (ToR), identified in Appendix B, the Defense Science 
Board (DSB) Task Force on Strategic Options (''the Task Force") will cease factfinding 
activities and be terminated on January 10, 2024. These duties will then be transitioned to the 
DSB Permanent Subcommittee on Strategic Options ("the Permanent Subcommittee") in order to 
support the ongoing need of the DoD to address strategic challenges. The DSB, working through 
the Permanent Subcommittee, will identify concepts, capabilities, strategies, and courses of 
action in the scientific and technical enterprises that inform the cost and benefit of decision
making to ensure U.S. operational dominance.  

 
The DSB Task Force on Strategic Options was established to identify effective weapon 

system and operational concepts to rebalance the cost and benefit of intervention for the goal of 
fostering operational dominance of the United States Armed Forces in deterring local conflict 
involving allies or partners and to prevail at the lowest ‘cost’ should deterrence fail. 

 
 The Task Force considered advanced undersea assets and operational concepts, 
new uses of space assets, development of new countermeasures for electronic warfare, 
employment of cyber weapons, and as well as other areas that involved the adversary’s use of 
countermeasures to undermine U.S. dominance in the air, space, sea, and cyber domains.  
 
 
 
  Dr. Eric Evans  
  Chair, Defense Science Board 

DEFENSE SCIENCE 
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Appendix A: Terms of Reference – Strategic Options 
Permanent Subcommittee   
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Appendix B: Terms of Reference – Strategic Options 
Task Force   
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Appendix C: Task Force Membership*   

Task Force Chair 

Dr. Eric Evans   MIT-LL 
Gen. Paul Selva, USAF ret.  Private Consultant  

 

DSB Secretariat  

Mr. Kevin Doxey  Executive Director, Defense Science Board  

Ms. Elizabeth Kowalski   Senior Advisor, Defense Science Board  

 

Membership   

Dr. Kimberly Budil  Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory  

Mr. James Carlini Leidos, Inc. 

ADM William Fallon, USN ret. Private Consultant  

Hon. Shirley Ann Jackson  Private Consultant 

Dr. John Manferdelli  VMware 

Dr. James Miller  Private Consultant  

Dr. Bradford Tousley  Private Consultant 

 

Subject Matter Experts  

Dr. Ronald Kerber Private Consultant 

Hon. Judith Miller Private Consultant 

Mr. Mark Russell Raytheon 

Hon. William Schneider, Jr.    International Planning Services, Inc.  

Dr. David Whelan University of California, San Diego 

 

Government Advisors   

Mr. James Baker OSD 

Mr. Thomas Browning OUSD(R&E) 

Mr. Jay Dryer OSD 

Dr. Peter Highnam OUSD(R&E) 

Dr. Ray O’Mara OUSD(R&E) 
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Mr. David Pendall OSD 

Mr. Dale Rielage OSD 

 

Analytical Support    

Mr. Marcus Hawkins Strategic Analysis, Inc.  

Mr. Eric Tunkavige  Strategic Analysis, Inc.   

 

* Task force and permanent subcommittee membership are separate and distinct. Permanent subcommittee 
membership appointment authority rests solely with the DoD Appointment Authority. Permanent subcommittee 
members will be appointed in accordance with 5 U.S. Code § 3109.   
 




